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Skcretary of State's Office, 

Providence, October 14, 1873. 

To the H(mo7'able the General Assembly : 

Gentlemen :— The Twentieth Annual Report upon llie Registration of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith presented. 

This report has been prepared by Dr. Edward T. Caswell, and presents the 
vital statistics for the year ending December 31st, 1872, with the usual reca- 
pitulatory tables and with additional comments. 

The number of Births for the year was 6,143, or 465 more than in 1871 ; the 
number of Marriages 2,537, or 201 more than in 1871; and the number of 
Deaths 4,247, or 903 more than in 1871. 

During the twenty years and six months since the commencement of the 
present system of registration, i. e., from June 1, 1852 to December 31, 1872, 
the records in the whole State have been as follows: children bom, 86,426; 
persons mamed, 72,904; persons died, 55,883; showing in the aggregate a 
record of the birth, marriage or death of 215,213 persons. 

Owing to the repeal of the statute requiring returns to be made to this office 
of the number of applications for divorce before the courts, an abstract of the 
divorces granted in this State in 1872 does not appear in this report. This is to 
be regretted, as the publication of these abstracts for the three previous years, 
had awakened much interest in the subject, both in the State and outside of its 
borders ; and there is but little doubt that fpositive benefits would arise from 
this course. 
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I would also beg leave to suggest that Sections 6 and 11 of the Registration 
l^w be rigorously enforced. The law requires that within forty-eight hours of 
death the cause of death shall be certified by the physician, if there was any, . 
and shall be deposited by the undertaker with the town clerk. In spite of this 
law there were in 1872 nearly four hundred deaths returned without any cause 
assigned, and of these more than one-half occurred in the towns of Providence 
county. I would commend to your honorable attention the section of this re- 
port bearing upon the point, cause of death " unkDown." 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

JOSHUA M. ADDEMAN, 

Secretary of State. 
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Tabij; II. BIRTHS, 1872. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes and Divisions of the State. 





SKX. 


6 

1 
1 


DIVISIONS OF THK STATE. 


MONTHS. 


} 


1 




6 

1 


1 


1 


January.... 
February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Totfll 

Males 

females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 


203 

200 
403 

225 
218 
443 

237 
265 
502 

212 
242 

454 

242 

246 
488 

280 
242 
522 

262 
267 

529 


13 
12 

25 

'J 
7 
16 

12 
12 

24 

13 
5 
18 

8 
10 
18 

8 
15 

17 

10 
27 


18 
14 
32 

15 
14 
29 

20 

26 
46 

16 
21 
37 

14 

13 

27 

28 
29 
52 

20 
27 
47 


21 
20 
41 

12 
24 
36 

22 

11 

14 
10 
24 

12 
13 

25 

24 
11 
35 

17 
15 
32 


70 
69 
139 

91 

ice 

82 
78 
160 

80 
90 
170 

87 
85 
172 

97 
99 
196 

104 
112 
216 


70 
72 
142 

77 

84 
161 

8tJ 
104 
190 

72 
91 

163 

106 
103 
209 

104 
86 
190 

83 
84 


11 

13 
24 

21 
12 

33 

15 

26 
41 

17 
25 
42 

15 
22 

37 

24 
10 
34 

21 
19 
40 
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TAbLE II. BIKTHS, 1872.— COSTINDED. 





SEX. 


j 


BIVlelONS OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


1 


t 
1 
1 


1^ 


'i 

If 


1 

1 


6 


Augast .... 
September. . 
October .... 
November. , 
December... 


Males 

Femalee 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 


307 
272 

579 

2G9 
28G 
635 

245 
275 
520 

305 

249 
554 

298 
296 
594 


16 
12 
28 

7 
12 
19 

6 
18 

12 
11 
23 

9 
9 
18 


28 
22 

50 

14 
22 
36 

19 
20 

39 

.3 
16 

39 

22 

2C 
48 


27 
19 
46 

19 
27 
46 

20 
22 
42 

19 
20 

39 

32 
19 
51 


131 
104 
235 

109 
120 
229 

90 
99 
189 

128 
94 
222 

106 
198 
214 


83 
97 
180 

97 
96 
193 

92 
103 
195 

105 
92 
197 

104 
115 
219 


22 

18 
40 

23 
9 
32, 

18^ 
19- 
37- 

is- 
le; 

34 

25 
19- 

u 


Whole year. 


Males 

Females 

Total 


3,085 
3,058 
6,143 


130 
119 
249 


232 

250 
482 


239 
219 
458 


1,175 
1,135 
2,310 


1,079 
1,127 

2,206 


230' 

206 
438^ 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES, 1872. 
Arran^d hy Months and Divisions of the State. 



Jaouary 

February 

March ■ ■ ■ • 

First Quarier.... 

April 

May 

June 

Second Quarter. . 

July 

August 

September 

Third Quarter. . . 

October 

November 

December , 

Fourth Quarter. . 

Whole Year 
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Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1872. 







AGES OP WOMES. 


^ 


AGES OF MF.N. 


! 


2 




.2 


i 


4 

3 


4 

2 


2 


4 


i 

i 




j 


1 

Jl 


Under 20 


83 


25 


1 




















109 


20 and un 


rler 25.... 


432 


506 


94 


10 


1 


3 














l,04fi 


25 » 


' 30.... 


128 


344 


199 


35 


6 


2 














715 


30 " 


35.... 


24 


105 


86 


41 


14 


2 


1 












27? 


S5 " 


40,... 


7 


29 


57 


31 


17 


6 




1 








,, 


148 
































45 " 


' 50.... 


1 


4 




9 


15 


12 


4 


3 










53 


50 " ' 


55.... 


1 


3 


4 


8 


13 


3 


6 


3 










42 


55 » 


60.... 






1 


n 


6 


7 


7 


A 










32 


























































































« 
























1 




1 




Not State 


I 


1 


















3 


Whole No. FemaleB. 


677 


1.027 


467 


161 


89 


52 


28 


19 


11 


3 


1 


2 


2,637 
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Table VI. DEATHS, 1872. 
Arranged by Months^ Sexes and Divisions of the State. 









DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 


• 


^ 


• 

>> 


t 


• • 

6 


• 


d 






1 

CO 

1 



Q 

•3 

to 


i 

d 


O 


rovldenc 
Towns. 


•d 

1 


1 

1 






s 


PQ 


M 


Jz; 


P^ 


&H 


fc 


Januaiy .... 


Males 


132 


10 


10 


11 


47 


45 


9 




Females 


124 


5 


7 


9 


38 


56 


9 




Total 


256 


15 


17 


20 


85 


101 


18 


February. . . 


Males • . 


138 


10 


10 


10 


56 


39 


13 




Females 


159 


8 


6 


10 


61 


68 


6 




Total 


297, 


18 


16 


.20 


117 


107 


19 


March 


Males 


163 


7 


12 


17 


49 


63 


15 




Females 


169 


9 


10 


11 


68 


59 


12 




Total 


332 


16 


22 


28 


117 


122 


27 


April 


Males 


147 


9 


11 


12 


44 


56 


15 




Females 


177 


4 


7 


11 


73 


66 


16 




Total 


324 


13 


18 


23 


117 


122 


31 


May 


Males 


149 


5 


13 


8 


52 


59 


12 




Females 


161 


8 


14 


13 


47 


66 


13 




Total 


310 


13 


27 


21 


99 


125 


25 


June 


Males 


135 


6 


5 


8 


51 


57 


8 




Females 


139 


10 


6 


6 


46 


60 


11 




Total 


274 


16 


11 


14 


97 


117 


19 


July 


Males 


267 


12 


16 


18 


112 


101 


8 




Females 


239 


11 


15 


13 


89 


97 


14 




Total 


506 


23 


31 


31 


201 


198 


22 


August • • • . 


Males. ...... 


241 


8 


20 


26 


92 


74 


21 




h emales 


259 


11 


19 


23 


97 


90 


19 




Total 


500 


19 


39 


49 


189 


164 


40 


September. . 


Males 


241 


12 


19 


17 


86 


90 


17 




Females 


223 


9 


18 


14 


99 


66 


17 




Total 


464 


21 


37 


31 


185 


156 


34 


October .... 


Males 


159 


2 


17 


6 


64 


55 


15 




Females 


170 


9 


19 


12 


60 


60 


10 




Total 


329 


11 


36 


18 


124 


^115 


25 


November. . 


Males 


166 


10 


13 


10 


58 


68 


7 




Females 


147 


5 


11 


10 


58 


57 


6 




Total 


313 


15 


24 


20 


116 


125 


13 


December. .. 


Males 


180 


10 


13 


8 


62 


73 


14 




Females 


162 


9 


9 


8 


50 


7^ 


8 




Total 


342 


19 


22 


16 


112 


151 


22 


Whole year. 


Males 


2,118 


101 


159 


151 


773 


780 


154 




Females 


2,129 


98 


141 


140 


786 


82? 


141 




Total 


4,247 


199 


300 


291 


1,559 


1,603 


5^95 
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1872. 
Showing the Number of each Sex in eadi Period of Life in every Totcn 



BaiTiiigtoii 

Bristol 

"Wiirrcn 

Bhistol CouKTr.. 

Coventry 

East Greenwich. . 
West Greenwich . 

'Warwick 

Kent Coustv. ... 

-Jamestown 

Little Compton .. 

'Middletown 

Newport 

"New Shoreham.. , 

Portsmouth 

Tiverf.on 

Newpout Cofntv 



1,111 

5,302 
3,008 
9,421 

4,349 
2,6C0 
1,133 
10,453 
18,505 



Males, 

Males, 
Females, 
Males. 
Females, 



Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Feniolea, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 



Fe 



Males, 

Females, 

Males. 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

t'en;ale8, 

Males, 

Fern a lei 

Males, 

P'emales, 

20,050jMales, 

FemnleA, 



1,160 a: 



12,521 1 

h 

1,113S: 



2,003 a: 



2,4C0 

2,ti36 
1,351 



2,052 

2,29' 
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1872. 

and Division of the State; also the Ratio of Deaths to Population. 
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1872.— Continced. 



TOWNS 



POFULATlOfI, 1810. 



Dbatbh, IBTI. 



Burrillville .... 

Cranston 

Cumberland .... 

East Providence. 

Glocester , 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Proridence. 
North Smithfield, 
Paw tucket. , 
Scituate. ... 
Smithfleld. . 
Woonsocket 

pRov. Co., Towns 

Providence City.. 

Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkiutou 

North Kingstown, 
South Kingstown. 

Kichmond 

Westei'Ij' 

WAsmiiGTOfi Co..! 



Males. 

Females, 
Males, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Mates, 

Females, 

Males. 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females. 

Males, 

Females, 



68,904 

1,119 

1,462 
2,682 
3,568 
4,493 
2,064 
4,70!" 
20,09' 



Males, 

Females, 

Males, 
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Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females. 



2.3.5; 

2.33; 
2,678 
2,144 
1.829 
2,059 
1..141 

1,32; 

8I( 
814 
1,222 
1,163 
2,059 
2.133 
3,803 
4,086 
9, 9;-) 2 
10,543 
1,502 
1,550 
3,179 
3,440 
1,897 
1,949 
1,256 
1,349 
5,434 
6,093 



2,271 

1,0181.8 
1,046 
2,3531.2 
2,3o6l 
9,960\v.. 
10.137\ 
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Table VII. DEATHS, ] 872.— Comtinued. 
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1872.— Recai'itclation. 





Population, 


1870. 


Deaths, 1872. 


• 

a 
U 

37 


1 and under 2. 

OO 




COUNTIES. 


Whole 
Number. 


SEX. 


M c3 

2.11 


% 

o c 

199 


• 

M 

CO 

101 


0« 


Bristol Co. . 


9,421 


Males, 


4,433 


• • • • 






Females, 


4,988 






98 


23 


6 


1 


Kent County. 


18,595 


Males, 


8,917 


1.61 


300 


159 


36 


11 


7 






Females, 


9,678 






141 


25 


10 


3 


Newport Co. 


20,050 


Males, 


9,606 


1.45 


291 


151 


47 


6 


2 






Females, 


10,444 






140 


26 


9 


2 


Prov. Co. ... 


149,190 


Males, 


71,840 


2.12 


3162 


1553 


374 


160 


50 






Females, 


77,350 






1609 


355 
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48 


Washing'nCo 


20,097 


Mates, 


9,960 


1.47 
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32 
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• • • • 
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21 


6 
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Whole State 


217,353 


Males, 


104,756 


1.91 


4247 


2118 
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Females, 


112,597 






2129 


450 


152 


57 



Table VII. DEATHS, 1872.— Recapitulation. 
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Table XI. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1872. 



Showing the Average Age at Death in the severed occupations, Providence 
City being separated from the rest of the State, and a^es under twenty 





WHOLE BTATB. 


PROVIDENCE CITV. 


MEST OF UTATE. 


OCCUPATIONS. 






1 


1 

h 
1" 


2 


■< 

s 


k 

as 


1 


1 

5 


I. Agriculturists. 


175 

4 

2 
9 
13 
2 
6 
2 
1 

1 


11,397 
250 

116 
3.58 
656 

55 
285 
125 

28 
360 

53 
2,773 
2C0 
133 
201 

61 
615 
203 

94 

20 

63 

134 

571 

1,060 

1,803 

52 

75 

418 

1,997 

88 
891 

21 


05.13 
02.50 

58.00 
38.66 
50.46 
27.50 
47.50 


6 
8 

6 

1 


375 
188 

50 
201 
317 

29 
59 


02.50 
02.66 

50.00 
40.20 
52.83 
29.00 
59.00 


169 

1 


11,022 
62 

66 
1.57 

339 
26 
226 


65 ^■?. 






II. Mechanics and 
Artisaks. 


66,00 


Barbers 

Blacksmiths 

Brakemen 


39.25 
48.42 
:;6.00 
45 -fO 


Boat-builders 

Braaa-founders 

Cabinel^raakera 

Oarri age-maker . . ■ • 




28.00 
51.43 
53.00 
49.52 
43.33 
66.60 
C7.00 
61.00 
43.93 
50.75 
94.00 
20.00 
63.00 
67.00 
40.79 
50.48 
47.45 
52.00 
75.00 
38.00 
43.41 
44.00 
44.55 
21.00 








28 
173 


■?.ftm 


4 
1 
22 
5 


187 
53 

1,18« 
236 


46.75 
53.00 
58.91 
47.20 


57.33 


34 


1,587 
24 
133 

54 
61 
183 
105 
94 


46,67 


Cigar-raakera 

Coopers 


6 
2 
3 
1 
14 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
14 
21 
38 
1 
1 
11 
46 
2 
20 
1 


24.00 
66.50 


2 


147 


73.50 


54.00 


Designer 

Engineers 


61 00 


10 
2 


432 

98 


43.20 
49.00 


45.75 
52.50 


Harness-maker 

Hatter 


1 
1 
1 
12 
10 
15 
1 


20 
63 

50 
484 
562 
754 

52 


20.00 
63.00 

30.00 
40.83 
56.20 
50.27 
r.2.00 










11 
23 


84 

87 

498 

1,049 


84 00 




43.50 


Masons 


45.27 
45,60 


Killer 

Millwright..... .... 




11 


75 

65 
1,566 
88 
548 
21 


75.00 


9 
9 


353 
431 


39.22 

47.89 






4-^32 


Overiipprs 




p . . 


9 


343 


38.12 


49ft« 


Paper-hanger 


1.00 
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OCCUPAT10N8. 



Tedlars 

Piano-tuner 

Printers 

Itope-makers > 

Sbip-caipenter 

Shoe-mnl<ers 

Stone-cuttera 

Silver-smiths 

Stucco- worker 

Tailors 

Tanners 

Tinsmiths 

Turni^r 

Watchmaker 

Wheelwright 

Not specified 

III. Laborers. 

Coachmen 

Hostler 

Laborers 

Teamsters 

Waiters 

IV, Business Mem, 

Ageats 

Apothecaries 

Bank Officers 

Broker 

Book-keepers 

Clerks 

Coctractors 

Deputy-sheriff. .... 

Espressmen 

Grocers 

Inn-keeper 

Insurance 

ttail-kecpcr 

Manufacturers 

Merchants 

Policemep 

6 



If 



116SI 
232 



46.40 
58.00 
62.00 
48.12 
39.24 
54.00 
0.00 
40.00 
48.83 
52 52.00 
34.50 
65.00 
52.16 
59.14 
41.00 



116 



109 



8 36.00 
8 6fl.00 
5 25.00 



6 36.50 

9 54.83 
2 82.00 
846 00 



185 37.00 
5151.00 

1,846 48.83 
289 41.28 
215 43.00 



6.00 
2 46.40 
16 36.00 
12 62,00 
048.60 
S.45 
156.')-00 
70.00 
40.00 



8 52.00 
8 56,00 
241.00 



69 



43.00 
62,00 
09.00 



66 66 00 
46 46 00 

62 62.00 
3,520 55.00 



1 40.50 

8 48.55 



5 45.00 

6 40.86 
3 43.00 



1 47.00 

30.00 

565.00 
7 5J.25 

565.0U 
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OCCUPATIOSS. 



s 



Postmaster . . . ■ 
Rnilroai:! Conductors. 
Stable-keeper . . . 
^•alooa -keepers. . 
State Treasurer,, . 
Survejor of Lumber., 
Town Clerk-... 

Traders 

Watcbmcn 



8 4«.00 . 
6 31.50 
(160.011 . 
733.50 . 
161.00 . 
IfJl.OO 

73.00 . 
i9 .59.83 
■8G3.00 



H 48.00 
633.00 
60.00 
7 33. .50 

nil .00 

3 73.00 



Actor 

Clei^ymen 

Lanjcr 

Fhysiuians 

Student 

Teachers- •■ 

VI. Sea¥ahiko 
Men. 

Fishermen 

Mariners 

Oysterman 

VII. Soldiers. 

VIII. Females. 

Artist 

Box-maker 

Laundresses 

Milliners 

Operatives 

Seamstresses 

Servants 

Sisters of Mercy . . . 

Tniloresses 

Teachers 



6 36.00 
9 67.80 
232.00 . 
446.00 
OiO.OO . 
5 27,50 



:4 5ff.0O . 
9 48.93 ; 
3 73.00 



57.'>7.00 . 

20 20.00 . 

9246.00 . 
160:40.0(1 
54.534.06 
30631.00 
1,52549.19 
1 1 6l58.00 
425 60,71 
193 32.16 



9 59.00 

14 34.00 



1040.00 . 
.025 00 
1131.00 
.4 41.27 ; 
6 58.00 . 
'165.1G 
.131.00 



10 70.00 
12 32 00 
lO 50.00 
!0 20.00 
1131.00 



•757.00 
fl 20.00 
12 46.00 

15 35 .d5 
'5 55.00 
'1 53.55 

14 34.00 
1232.40 
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Table VII. OCCUPATIONS, 1872.— Continued. 



RECAPITULATION. 



WHOLE STATE. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Agriculturists . . • . 

Mechanics and ) 
Artisans, / ' ' 



Laborers 



o 

Is 



Business Mei{. 



Professional Men.. 
Seafaring Men... . 



Soldiers, 



Females 



All Causes. 



179 

410 

263 

145 

14 

34 



-4J 



^1 

<5 



11,64765.06 



20,031 



12,649 
7^525 



666 



o 
bo 

g 

<1 



48.85 



48.09 



51.89 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



O 
A 



9 



162 



117 



85 



47.57 



76 



1122 



.1. 



1,71650.47 
3333.00 



3,43945.12 



57,70651.43 



19 



1 



27 



424 









563 



7,785 



5,586 

4,272 

153 

933 



33 



1,233 






BEST OF STATE. 



62.56 
48.05 

47.74 
50.26 
38.25 
49.11 
33.00 



20,558 



o 

A 
u 



V 






170 



248 



146 



60 



10 



15 



9 
bo . 



11,084 



12,246 



bO 



65.20 



49.38 



7,06348.38 



3,253 
513 



783 



45 67 49 



48.49 



698 



2,206 



37,148 



54.22 



51.30 



52.20 



45.02 



53.22 
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METEOROLOGICAL, 1872. 



The following tables were compiled from the observatiotiB of the 
Kev. Dr. Caswell, of Providence : 

Table XHL 

Showing the mean altitude and range of the Barometer, the prevailing 
Kinds, the mean relative humidity, mean cloudiness of the sky, the 
number of days of rain or snow, and the quantity of rain and melted 
snow, for each month of tlie year 1872 : 



Januarj-. ... 
February . . 

March 

April 

ilay 

June 

July 

August..... 
September.. 
October. ... 
Xovember. . 
December. . 

Wbole jear 



1.] 

1.1 

0.922 

0.826 

0.881 

0.563 

0.744 

0.672 

1.0481 

1.179; 

1.0G3: 



2.35 
3.G4 
3.03 
5.31 

6.12 
6.18 
5.34 
4.95 



245 GO 4lll24141 72.9 4.8 10648.71 
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Table XIV. 

Showing the mean lemperalure, the kigkeat nnd lowest iemperatHre, Ike 
monthly range, the mean daily range, and the greateU change in (wenfy- 
Joar houTt, for eaih month of ikeyear 1872 : 





Til 




KTKH. 




1 

1 

1 

s 


UreutOBt CliaiiBe tn 34 boim. 


mosTus. 


1 


9 


1 
1 


1 


1 


DATE. 


January 

Febniary. ... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Julj- 

August 

September. . 

October 

November . . . 
Docember. . . 


27.3^ 

28.0 
25.3 
44.8 
57. P 
68.4 
73. C 
71.9 
62.2 
50.6 
38.3 
22.8 


47° 

f>r, 

50 

at 

84 
02 
<J4 
92 
88 
70 
55 
U 


9° 

3 
-2 
29 
42 
47 
54 
50 
43 
31 
13 
-2 


38= 
52 
52 
52 
42 
45 
40 
42 
45 
39 
42 
46 


11.8^ 
15.9 
13.2 
16.4 

15.6 
16.2 
17.7 
14.8 
14.4 
15.0 
14.2 
12.0 


21°r 
29 r 
2-2 f 
3* r 
31 r 
25 I 
2G r 
2S r 
29 r 
28 I 
25 t 
28 r 


9th. 
Gthand24lh. 

J9th. 

26th. 

7tU. 
let and ISth. 

4th. 

8tb. 

22<I. 

2l8t. 

6th. 
23d. 


Whole year. . 


i7.U° 


di° 


-2 


•J 6° 


14.8° 


W, 


April 24th. 



The Meteorological TaliloB for 1872 present the followiDg fucta 
for our ooiisidcration. The lucnn temperature of the whole year 
was but 0.22° below the average of forty-one years. In the indi- 
vidual mouths, however, there were very marked variatimiB. The 
first two months of the year were each a little above the average. 
March, with ita mean temperature of 25.9" was 8° colder 
than the average of forty-one years, and 2° colder than March of 
183G, which was the coldest previous March in that period, [t 
■was believed to be t/ie coldest March in New England in one hun- 
dred years. It stood, therefore, in marlced contrast to the March 
of 1871, which with a temperature of 40. C°, was the warmest 
March in forty-one years. April wai* a fraction of a dogi'ce cooler 
than the uvenige. Then commenced the gradual rise in tempera- 
ture which served to bring the jear up to the average, and com- 
pensate for the excessive cold of March, and of the last two 
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months of the year. Thus May was 2.8°, June 3.1°, July 3.1°, 
and August 2.9° above the averages of these month:?. June, with 
its meau temperature of 68.4"* was only 0.3° below the warmest 
June on the record, which was that of 1865, and 0.1° below that 
of 1870, which was the next warmest. July, with a mean tem- 
perature of 73.6°, was the warmest hi foity-one years, with the ex- 
ception of July 1838, which had a temperature of 7e5°, and August 
with a mean of 71.9°, was but 0.6° below the warmest August of 
the above period, which was that of 1870. During these three 
months there were twenty-seven days in which the mercury 
reached 85° and upwards, and of these there were six in which it 
reached 90° and upwards. In 1870, which was also an exception- 
ally warm summer, there were twenty-six days in which it rose 
to 85° and upwards, and also six in which it reached or passed 90°. 
In 1872 in July alone there were nineteen days in which it rose 
above 85°, and on four of these it rose to 90° and upwards ; this 
month, therefore, was the hottest moi\th, we may say, in twenty-five 
years, and it will be long remembered. But we shall recur to the 
consideration of this point. September was slightly warmer and 
October slightly cooler than the average. November was 2° colder 
than the average, aud December with its mean temperature of 
22.8° was 6.8° below the average, and, with but two exceptions,, 
the coldest December in the period of forty-one years. We thus 
see, with amazement almost, how, amid such variations, the even 
balance is preserved, and the temperature for the whole year still 
remains but a small fraction of a degree below the average. 

The rain fall of the year, 48.71 inches, was eight inches in excess 
of the average — ail this excess, and more than it, being made up in 
the last half of the year. On the first of July the deficiency had 
reached 2.91 inches. Each month up to that time had been defi- 
cient in rain excepting March, in which the quantity was 1.28 
inches in excess ; July had more than three inches in excess ; 
August more than two ; and September again more than three 
inches. This excess, with one and a half inches in excess in 
October, and one inch in November, more than made up for the 
deficiencies of the earlier months and of December, in |vhich the 
amount was more than an inch below the average. Thus, in the 
first half of the year, there fell but 18.05 inches of rain, while in 
the last half the amount was 30.66 inches. This is in marked 
contrast with the record of 1870, and as we hav.e alluded to the 
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heat of that summer in connection with tbut of 1872, it may be 
w«ll to notice the difference in the rain-fall. In 1870 the condi- 
tions of 1872 were precisely reversed. Thus for tho first eix 
months there were 31.30 inches of rain, and for the last six mouths 
b\it 17.72 inches. This certainly shows a most striking contrast, 
especially as the amounts are so nearly identical. The number of 
days on which rain or snow fell, was in 1872, 106, and in 1870, 
only 88, while in 1871, with a less amount than either, it was 112. 
With these remarks we proceed to the consideration of the mor- 
tuary tables, and in the first place we recur to a subject, often 
treated by iis in this connection, viz. : Cholera Infantum. 
From Table VIII we find that the number of deaths from tnis 
cause was 391 1 This is by far the largest mortality from this 
cause ever reported. The largest number in any previous year 
was 213 in 1870. In 1871 it was 172. We present a table show- 
ing the mean temperatures of each siimmer month, and of Sei)- 
tember, and also the number of deaths from Cholera Infantum in 
each of these months for each of the last nine years : 
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We see from this table that the average temperature of these 
four mot.ths was not as high in 1872 as in 1870, while the deaths 
from Cholera Infantum were nearly twice as numerous. Looking at 
the months, each one in ]872was cooler than in 1870, with the ex- 
ceptiou of July, and that as we have seen was considerably warmer. 
As was said above, in this month in 1872 there were niuetceu days 
in which the thennometer reached 85° and upwards, while in 1870 
there were 'but twelve such days. In 1872, moreover, the mean 
daily range was 17.7°, while iu 1870 it was but 15.1°. Again, 
between these two seasons there was a marked difference in the 
degree of moisture, as evidenced both by tho amount of rain and 
by the amount of the Belative Humidity, or tho degree of satura- 
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tion of the atmosphere. Thus July of 1870 had 2.48 inches of 
rain and a Relative Humidity of 72.9, while July in 1872 had 5.31 
inches of rain and a Relative Humidity of 78.6. And so August 
in 1870 had but 1.71 inches of rain and a Relative Humidity of 
73.2, and in 1872 it had 6.12 inches of rain, and 86.5 for its Rel- 
ative Humidity. It is thus evident that great and long continued 
heat, with excessive moisture in the air and heavy rains, combined 
to render the summer of 1872 uncomfortable, to an unusual degree, 
and were co-incident with an extraordinary mortality from Cholera 
Infantum. Whether these stand in the relation of cause and effect 
cannot at present be satisfactorily determined. That heat alone 
does not produce such an effect is evident by a comparison, in the 
above tiible, between July 1866, and August 1872. The expe- 
rience of our southern cities in every summer proves the same 
thing. They suffer from a much greater degree of heat, and more 
constantly, while Cholera Infantum is almost unknown. This 
much, however, is certainly true ; whatever our figures may show, 
two facts are well established, viz. : that the summer was, on the 
whole, the most oppressive and uncomfortable for years, and the 
mortality from Cholera Infantum was enormous. 

The same remarks apply to the deaths from the other diseases 
of the bowels which prevail in the summer. Thus from Dysentery 
there were 83 deaths in 1872, while there were 43 in 1871, and 55 
in 1870. Of these deaths in 1872 there were 65 in the three 
months of July, August and September, of which 27 were in July, 
and 19 in each of the other two months. In 1870 there were but 
33 deaths in these months. So as regards Diarrhoea, the deaths 
from this cause in 1872 were 79, in 1871, 34, and in 1870, 43. Of 
tbose in 1872 there were 21 in July, 23 in August, and 15 in 
September, or 59 for the three months. In 1870 there were but 
33 deaths in these months. In all these diseases, therefore, we 
see that an unusual mortality accompanied the excessive heat and 
moisture of the summer of 1872. 

Under the head of Heat we find 10 deaths reported. One of 
these occurred in the month of October, the maximum of which was 
70° ! As the thermometer did not reach 80° but once after the 8th 
of September, we think the death thus reported must have been due 
to some other cause, and we therefore consider nine deaths as due 
to the heat of the summer. Of these one was in June, seven in 
July, and one in August. In the preceding year there were but 
two deaths from this cause, and in 1870 there were but three. In 
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July of 18G8 there wore fire douths from Heat. The table already 
given on piige 44, will enable the reader to comimre the tempera- 
ture of these viirions sensims. 

The deaths from Pneumonia in 1872 were 198, while in 1871 
they were 189, which was then the largest mimber ever reported. 
Of these deaths in 1872 there were 105 in the fir>tfonr months of 
the year. The f<)llowiiig table shows the number of the deaths 
from this cause in each of tlie first four mouths of the specified 
years, witli the mean temperature of the montha. Those years 
are selected which showed the largest and the smallest number of 
deaths from this cause since 1864: 



Feljmiirr. . 
March...... 

April 



11)6 U.l 



It will be seen from this table that in these months the nnraber 
of deaths was larger in 1872 than in either of the other years, and 
also tliat the largest number of monthly deaths was in February of 
that year. It will be remembered that February was a little 
wanner than usual, and while it was but 0.5° colder than the same 
month in 1870, there were nearly twice as many deaths frum this 
cause. In 1872 there was about half the amount of rain, and the 
mean daily range of the thermometer was 4.1° greater. MarCh 
was exceedingly cold, nearly 15° colder than in 1871, and yet 
there were but three more deaths from Pneumonia during the 
month ; it was, as has been stated, in these respective years, the 
coldest and the wainiest in a period of forty-one years, and the 
quantity of i-ain and the mean daily range of the thermometer 
were veiy nearly the same. . 

These are the principal points in which any relation seems to ex- 
ist between the meteorological phenomena of the year and the 
mortality. That there is any fixed relation does not seem appar- 
ent from what has been here presented, nor from the consideration 
of the same subject iu previous years. That Cholera Infantum is 
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a disease of the summer months is acknowledged ; that in a very 
hot summer, it was fearfully fatal, has been shown, but that the 
mortality from this cause varies directly with the changes in tem- 
perature or moisture is not evident. So Pneumonia is confessedly, 
though not to so marked an extent, a disease of the winter months, 
but the mortality from this cause does not follow the variations in 
meteorological phenomena which we recognize. The comparisons 
that have been made in these reports for the last few years, must, 
we think, convince the reader of the truth of these views, and he 
will be led to acknowledge that, after all, the relation between the 
two elements — weather and disease — is still entirely uncertain. 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1872. 



By reference to Table I, on page 3, we find that in the year 
1872 there were recorded in the State of Rhode Island six thou- 
sand one hundred and forty-three (6,143) births^ two thousand five 
hundred and thirty-seven (2,537) marriageSy and four thousand 
two hundred and forty -seven (4,247) deaths. 

The usual comparison of the results of registration in the State 
for the last nineteen years, is as follows : 

Whole number Living 

Year. of births. Still-bom. Births. Marriages. Dealhs. 

1S54 2,105 78 2,027 1.047 1.720 

1855 2,926 124 2,80^ 1,:^75 1.846 

1856 2,906 183 2,723 1,5:« 2,042 

1857 4,026 185 3,841 1,523 2.325 

1858 4,263 177 4,086 1,4:J8 2,616 

J859 4.500 177 4,323, 1,672 2.270 

1860 4,660 167 4,493 1,748... 2,686 

1861 4.840 146 .4.6S)4 1 .533 2,927 

1862 4.125 123 4,002 1,450 2,591 

1863 3,')91 Ill 3.580 1,618 3,207 

Ao04« •••••••••••■•••••••• o«o«7^« ••••••••••••• xoo* ••••••••••• h^* /04« ••«•••••••• x*044« •••• ••••• tj««>oU 

1865 3.955 177 3,778 .1,896 3,406 

1866 4.{Kj2 172 4.73i) 2,318 2.f,70 

1867 5,127 163 4.964 2.344 2,889 

1868 1».5.372 212 5,160 2.285 .2,912: 

1869 5.-245 220 5,025 2,289 , ....3.382 

1870 5.215 234 4.981 2,362. 3,238 

1871 ...5,678 223 5.455 2,336 .3,344 

1872 6,143 202 ^,941 2,537 ..4,247 

As in the preceding report, so here, we notice a large increase 
in the number of births, and a diminution in the number of still- 
births ; the proportion of still-births, therefore, is materially les- 
sened. It will be seen, also, that there was a large increase in the 
number of marriages, and also in the number of deaths. In 1872. 
the number of living children born was 1,694 more than the num- 
ber of decedents in the same year, a smaller excess of births over 
deaths than has occurred in any year since 18()5, when it was but 
373. This excess in 1871 was 2,111, and in 1868 it was 2,248. 

On the next two pages will be found a comparison of the births,, 
marriages and deaths in each town in the state, in 1872, with the 
population of each town by the Census of 1870, and also a com- 
parison of the statistics in each town for the three years, 1S70,. 

1871 and 1872. 

7 
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BIRTHS. MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND IN 1878, 
COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION BY TIIE CENSUS OF 1870. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AMD DEATHS IN EACH TOiVN IN RHODE 
ISLAND, IN EACH OF THE THREE YEARS 1870, 1871 AND 1872. 
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The table on page 51 shows an increase, in proportion to the 
population, of births, marriages and deaths, as compared with the 
preceding year. We present below a comparison in this respect 
between the hist four years. The popuhition is according to the 
Census of 3870, and therefore does not furnish a strictly accurate 
basis of comparison, but it is all that we have. 



YEARS. 



1869. 
1870, 
1871. 
1872. 



BIRTHS. 



Number. 



6,245 
6,215 
5,678 
6,143 



Of popula- 

tion one 

birth in 



41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
35.4 



MARRIAGES. 



Number. 



2,289 
2,362 
2,336 
2,537 



Of popula. 

tion one 

marriage 

in 



47.5 
46.0 
46.6 
42.9 



DEATHS. 



Number. 



3,382 
3,238 
3,344 
4,247 



Of popula- 
tion one 
(leatli in 



64.2 
67.1 
65.0 
61.2 



Deaths In 
each 100 of 
the popu- 
lation. 



1.66 
1.49 
1.54 
1.95 



This comparison shows a decided increase in each division. If 
we had the exact number of the population to base our estimate 
upon, we should doubtless find a large increase, but not as large as 
the above table gives us. In the year 1872 the increase of deaths 
in proportion to the population is much greater than the increase 
of births. 

From the table on page 51 we see that in Bristol and Newport 
Counties the number of births were just about the same in the last 
two years, and that there was a large increase in 1872 in the city 
and county of Providence. The number of marriages in 1872 
diminished in Bristol, Newport and Washington counties, and in- 
creased in Kent, and Providence counties, and especially in the 
city of Providence. The number of deaths in 1872 was smaller 
in Kent county alone, while in the city and county of Providence 
it was much increased, and in nearly the same degree. 

With these remarks we proceed to a detailed consideration of 
the births, marriages and deaths in 1872. 
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BIRTHS, 1872. 



We have already stated on page 49 that the number of births in 
the State for the year 1872 was 6,143, a number, as has been re- 
marked, larger than ever before reported. This number is 465 
more than in 1871, 928 more than in 1870, and 898 more than 
in 1869. 

The particulars of the births are found in the tables on pages 
2-6 inclusive, and these will now deserve our attention. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,143 children born in the State of Rhode Island in 1872, 
there were 3,085 males, and 3,058 females; thus there were 100.9 
males to each 100 females, or 50.22 male and 49.78 female child- 
ren in each 100 born. The proportion between the sexes is more 
nearly equal than it has been for a number of years, as is evident 
from the following table, which shows the number and proportion 
of the sexes, in the children born in this State m each of the last 
twenty years. 

Children. 

, ^ . Males to each 

Years. Ma1e3. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1852-3 1,432 1,404 Iu2 J», or 50.49 and 49.r)i in each 100. 

1854 1.081 1,003 107.8, or 51. 87 and 48.13 In each 100. 

1855 1 ,492 1,421 1(j5.u, or 51 .22 and 48.78 in each 100. 

1856 1 ,479 l,4t>7 105. 1 , or 51 .25 and 48. 75 in each 100. 

1857 2,'»o7 1,948 105.6, or 51.30 and 48.04 in each 100. 

1858 2 2 to 2,053 .107.2. or 51 .73 and 48.27 in each 100. 

1869 2 2.-9 2,0J)7 105.3, or 51 .30 and 48.70 in each 100. 

1860 2 263 2,212 102.3, or .50.57 and 49.43 in each 100. 

1861 2,531 2,291 1 10.5. or r)2.49 and 47.51 in each 100. 

1862 2 152 1.967 109.4, or 52.25 and 47.75 in each 10^. 

1863 1.892 1,788 105 8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100. 

1864 1,949 1,942 10 -.3, or 5i).09 and 49.91 in each 100. 

1865 2 096 1,8.57 112 9, or .53.02 and 46.98 in each 100. 

1868 2,546 2,356 108.0, or 51 .1»4 and 48.06 in each 100. 

1867 2665 2.464 107.0, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each lOO. 

1888 2 745 2.627 104.5, or 51 .10 and 48. !iO in each 100. 

1869 2,685 2.5 iO 104.9. or 51.19 and 48.81 in each 100. 

1870 2,679 2.536 105.6, or 51 .37 and 48.6.3 in each 100. 

1871 2 878 2,801) lOi.8, or 50.69 and 49.31 in each 100. 



19?- 41,031 38,733 106.0, or 51.44 and 48.56 in each 100. 

1873 3,085 3,058 100.9, or 50.22 and 49.78 in each 100. 
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From the «above table it is seen that in 1872 there were 207 more 
males and 258 more females born than in 1871, and also that there 
is but one year since the commencement of registration, viz. : 
1864, in which the proportion of female children born was larger 
than in 1872. 

The whole number of births in the city of Providence in 1872 
was 2,206, or 246 more than in 1871 — a little more than half 
of the increase in the whole State. Of these births in 1872, 
1,079 were males, and 1,127 females ; or to each 100 females born 
there were 95.7 males, or in each 100 children born 48.91 were 
males and 51.09 were females. With the exception of 1871 this 
is the smallest percentage of male children that has ever been re- 
ported in the city of Providence ; in that year the percentage of 
male births was 48.78. The following table shows a comparison 
of the percentage of male births in the city of Providence and in 
the whole State for each of the last seven years. 

PEKCENTAGE OF MALE BIRTHS. 





1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


J8'i8. 


1867. 


1866. 


Whole State 


50.22 
48.91 


50.69 

48.78 


61.37 
61.19 


51.19 
61.81 


61.10 
50.59 


51.87 
51 10 


51.94 


Providence City 


62.02 



We see from this comparison that the ratio between the city and 
the State, in this respect, has been a variable one. In only two 
of these years has the percentage of male births been larger in the 
city than in the State. For each of the last three years this per- 
centage has been greater in the State than in the city, although in 
the former it has steadily diminished. 

During the nineteen years from 1854-1872, inclusive, the births 
in the city of Providence were 31,494. Of these there were 16,147 
males, and 15,349 females, or to each 100 females born there were 
105.2 males, or in each 100 children born there were 51.33 males 
and 48.67 females. From the table on page 53 we see that intho 
State for a nearly similar period there were 106.0 males to each 
100 females, or in each 100 born there were 51.44 males and 48.56 
females. Thus for this period of years the proportion of males 
has been larger in the State than in the city. 
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SEX AND LOCALITY. 



Referring to Table II, we find that the numbers and proportions 
of each sex in each division of the State in 1872 were as follows : 



BIRTHS, 1872, 



Males 

Females 

Total 

Males to each 100 Females 




ti- 




C 


c 
o 


fl 


'^ si 


Newp 
Cou 


.^3 ^ 

^ CO 




CD O 




2« 


1" 


239 


1,175 


1,079 


230 


219 


1,135 


1,127 


208 


458 


2,310 


2,206 


438 


109.1 


103.5 


95.7 


110.6 



s 

CO 

o 
o 



3,085 
3,058 

6,143 
100.9 



The following table shows the number of males to each 100 fe- 
males, in the several divisions of the State, in each of the last ten 
years : 



BIRTHS. 


Bristol 
County. 


• 

c 

O 

c 
o 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County, 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washington 
County. 


Whole State. ! 




r 1863 


120.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
115.7 
126.4 
131.8 
109.2 


98.4 

87.3 

118.2 

113.1 

98.3 

88.7 

116.7 

111.6 

97.9 

92.8 


97.0 
90.6 
108.8 
103.4 
117.8 
100.2 
102.7 
100.0 
132.5 
109.1 


101.8 
107.4 
118.9 
104.9 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1 
100.8 
103.5 


111.4 

97.3 

113.8 

108.4 

104.5 

102.4 

107.5 

104.9 

95.2 

95.7 


108.7 
103.4 

88.1 
124.0 
120.4 
136.5 
120.6 

99.5 
113.3 
110.6 


105.8 


• 


1864 


100.3 


ou 
n1 


1865 


112.9 


1 
s 


1866 

1867 


108.0 
107.7 


•§ 


1868 


104.5 


OS 



1869 


104.9 


00 


1870 


105.6 


OS 

:?3 


1871 


102.8 




1872 


100.9 









This table shows that in 1872 the proportion of male births was 
smaller than in 1871, in all the divisions of the State, with the ex- 
ception of the towns of Providence county. The reduction is very 
marked in the counties of Newport and Bristol. 
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SEX AND SEASON. 

Table II shows the number and sex of the children born in each 
season of the year 1872. From that table we derive the follow- 
ing results in relation to the proportion of the sexes born in the 
different seasons. 

January to March (565 males 683 females, or. . . .98.8 males to each 100 females. 

Apill to June 73t males 730 females, or. . .100.5 males to each 100 females. 

July to September 838 males 825 females, or. . .101.6 males to each 100 females. 

October to November 848 males 820 females, or. . .103.4 males to each 100 females. 

Whole year 3,085.males. .3,058 females, or. . .100.9 males to each ICO females. 

It has been usually the case that the smallest proportion of male 
births has occurred in the third quarter of the year, and the largest 
in the first quarter. In 1872 this rule is entirely neglected, and 
we have the smallest in the place of the largest, and the next to 
the largest in the quarter belonging to the smallest proportion of 
male births. The second quarter is marked by the equality of the 
proportions between the two sexes. 

SEASON. 

The following table shows the number of children born in 
Rhode Island in each quarter of the last five years, and also the 
aggregate for twenty years for 1853-1872, inclusive : 



January to March. . . . 

April to June 

July to September. . . 
October to Deceaiber 

Total 



1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1,348 


1,332 


1,183 


1,221 


1,275 


1,464 


1,299 


1,243 


1,249 


1,280 


l,6ri3 


1,475 


1^27 


1,391 


1,369 


1,668 


1,572 


1,462 


1,384 


1,448 


6,143 


5v678 


5,215 


5,245 


5,372 



1853-1872] 

20,081 
20,146 
21,940 
21,837 

84,004 



Thus for the period of twenty years the largest number of 
children have been born in the third quarter of the year, and the 
smallest number in the first quarter. That this does not hold good 
in each year is evident from the above table. In 1872, however, 
the result was nearly the same ; the increase of the last quarter 
over the third being but very slight. 
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PARENTAGE. 

Table I shows the parentage of the children born in Rhode Is- 
land in 1872. The following table shows the parentage of the 
children born in the State in each of the last two years and also in 
the aggregate for three periods of five years each, preceding and in- 
cluding the same ; i. e,, from 1858-1872, inclusive : 



PARENTAGE. 



American 

Foreign 

American father and foreign mother.,. . 
Foreign father and American mother.. . 
Parentage not stated 



Total. 



1872. 



2,620 

2,806 

303 

414 



6,143 



1871. 



2,532 

2,494 

271 

381 



5,678 



6 years. 
1868.-1872. 



12,214 

12,366 

1.353 

1,720 



27,653 



5 years. 
1863-1867. 



9,712 

9,968 

876 

941 

70 



21,567 



5 years. 
1858-1862. 



10,609 

9,697 

814 

755 

223 



22,098 



The percentage of each class, in the periods given above, is as 
follows : 



PARENTAGE. 



American 

Foreign 

American father and foreign mother. ... 
Foreign father and American mother. . . 

Total 



1872. 



42.65 

45.67 

4.94 

6.74 



100.00 



1871. 



44.59 

43.93 

4.77 

6.71 



100.00 



5 years. 
1868-1872. 



44.17 

44.72 

4.89 

6.22 



100.00 



5 years. 
1863-1867. 



45.18 

46.37 

4.07 

4.38 



100.00 



5 years. 

1858-1862. 



48.60 

44.33 

3.72 

3.45 



100.00 



In each division, according to parentage, the number of child- 
ren born in 1872 was larger than in 1871, and larger than in 
any previous year. The percentage of children born of American 
parentage in 1872 was smaller than in any previous year, and the 
percentage of those of foreign parentage larger than in any year 
since 18G7. The percentage of those of an American father and 
foreign mother is the largest since 1868, and that of a foreign 
fiither and American mother is larger than in any previous year. 
Comparing the three periods of five years each in the above tables^ 
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we see that there has been a constant diminution in the percentage 
of American parentage, and a constant increase in that of mixed 
parentage. This increase is the most maiked, however, in those 
having a foreign father and American mother. 

From Table I we find that in Rhode Island, in the year 1872, 
there were more children born of foreign than of American parent- 
age in each of the following towns, viz. : Warren, Burrillville, 
Cranston, Cumberland, Lincoln, North Providence, North Smith- 
field, Pawtucket, Smithfield, Wooiisocket, Westerly, and in the 
city of Providence. This list is the same as in the preceding 
year, with the addition of Westerly and the city of Providence. 

In four towns there were no births of foreign parentage in 1872. 
These were Jamestown, New Shoreham, Foster and Exeter. In 
the preceding year the list wms the same with the exception that 
Middletown was included and Exeter omitted. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

In 1872 there were 162 colored children born in Rhode Island, 
while in 1871 there were 146, and 158 in 1870. Of these births 
in 1872 there were 88 males and 74 females. The percentage of 
male births was 54.32, oi to every 100 females born, there were 
118.9 males; in 1871 there were 121.1 males, and 118.4 males in 
1870 to each 100 females. 

The number of colored children born in each town in the State, 
in 1872, was as follows : 

Bristol 9 Smithfield 1 

Coventry 1 Charlestown 3 

: East Greenwicli 10 Exeter 2 

Wai*wick. 6 North Kingstown 2 

Newport 18 South Kingstown 3 

Burrillville 2 Richmond 2 

Cranston 1 Providence City 96 

East Providence 2 

Pawtucket 4 Whole State 162 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

According to Table III there were 58 cases of plurality births 
iin the State of Rhode Island in 1872. In each of the two pre- 
ceding years there were t>4 cases. Of the number in 1872 there 
were 32, or more than one-half in the city of Providence, and 18 
in the towns of Providence county. The proportion for the city 
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of Providence is much greater than in either of the two preceding 
years, in each of which it was considerably less than one-half. Oi 
the 58 cases in 1872 there were 22 of American and 26 of Irish 
parentage. Of the 64 cases in 1871 there were 36 of American 
and 15 of Irish parentage, while of the 64 in 1870, 25 were of 
American and 21 of Irish parentage. There has been, therefore, 
a decided increase^in the number of plurality births among the 
Irish population. As in 1871, these cases were all of twins ; there 
was one case of colored twins in the city of Providence. 

During the twenty years from 1853-1872, inclusive, there were 
reported in Rhode Island : 

83,175 cases of single births, giving 83,175 children. 

896 cases of twin births, giving 1,792 children. 

15 cases of triple births, giving 45 children. 

84,086 total cases of child-birth, giving 85,012 chUdren- 

Of the whole number of 84,086 cases of child-birth one in 93.9 
produced twins ; and of the whole number of (85,012) children 
born, one in 47.4 was a twin. 

Of the whole number of (911) cases of plurality births in 
twenty years, both parents were American in 402 cases; in 438 
cases both parents were foreign ; in 63 the parentage was mixed ;. 
and in 8 unknown. 

Of the 1,837 children born in plurality cases in twenty years,, 
there were 903 males, 930 females, and 4 sex not known. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

As usual the statistics on this point are derived from the returns 
of deaths. In 1872 there were 2(»2 cases of still-born children in 
Ehodc Island. In 1871 there were 223 still-births, and 234 in 
1870. In 1872 there were 22 towns that reported no still-births,. 
and of those reported 145 \^ere in the city of Providence. In 
:871 there were 14 towns only, that reported no still-births, while 
in the city of Providence there were 113 cases, and 137 in 1870. 

Sex. Of the still-born in 1872 there were 123 males and 79 
females. 

Parentage. — There were 89 of American and 113 of foreign 
parentage. In 1871 they were almost equally divided in this re- 
spect. 

Color.^Oi the 202 cases of still-births in 1872 there were 189' 

white and 13 colored. 



60 Twentieth Registration Report. [1872. 

Season, — The number of still-born, reported in the several 
months of 1872, was as follows : 

January 19 August 11 

Februaiy 12 September 20 

March 15 October 21 

April 15 November 12 

May 18 December 23 

June 19 

July 17 Total 202 

SUMMARY, STILL-BORN. 

The following table shows the number of still-born, and the sex, 
for the period from June 1st, 1852, to Dec. 31st, 1867, and for 
each of the last five years. 

June Ist, 1852 to 
Dec. 31st, 1867. 1868. 1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. Total 

Males 1,319 124 130 13U 140 123 1,966 

Females 863 84 90 104 83 79 1,203 

Notstated 48 4 62 



Total •. 2,230 212 220 234 223 202 3,221 

8ex. — We see from the above table that since the 1st of June, 
1852, there have been reported in the State of Rhode Island 3,221 
cases of still-births. Ol these 1,966 were males, 1,203 females, 
and 52 sex not stated. This gives 62.04 males and 37.96 females 
in each 100, or 163.4 male to each 100 female still-born children. 

Parentage. — The parentage is only given since 1859. During 
the period from 1859 to 1872, inclusive, the whole number of still- 
born was 2,465, divided according to parentage as follows : Ameri- 
can, 1,016; foreign, 1,447; not stated, 2; total, 2,465. The 
proportions according to parentage are for the period, 41.25 
American, and 58.75 foreign in each 100. From the table on page 
57, where the parentage of the children is given, classing those of 
mixed parentage under the parentage of the father, and leaving 
out the small number whose parentage is not given, we find for a 
period of fifteen years, that the propi?rtion is exactly equal in each 
100 children born. For this period, therefore, it is evident, as 
has been before shown, that the proportion of the foreign element 
among the still-born is larger than the foreign proportion of all 
the children. 

Season. — The season of the year in which the still-births 
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occurred in Rhode Island for the period of twenty years from 1853 
to 1872, inclusive, was as follows : 



Months. 20 years. 

January 280 

Februaiy 272 

March 260 

1st Quarter 812 



Months. 20 years. 



April 237 

May 270 

June 254 

2cl Quarter 761 



Months. 20 years. 



July 288 

August 294 

September 290 

3d Quarter 872 



Months. 20 years. 

October 238 

November 279 

December 320 

4th Quarter 837 



First six months, 1,573; second six months, 1,709; total, 3,282.] 

NUMBER OF THE CHILDREN. 

The following table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
that is whether the child whose birth is reported, is the first, 
second or third, &c., child of its mother. The table shows the 
number of the children born in Rhode Island in 1872, as well as 
of all born during the fifteen years frum 1857 to 1871, inclusive, 
and the total for sixteen years : 



NUMBER. 


1872. 


1857-71. 


16 years. 


First 


1.557 

1,248 

959 

706 

488 

367 

2.56 

196 

139 

112 

38 

33 

15 

6 

3 

6 


16,591 

13.345 

10,476 

7.8.'>1 

5,911 

4.226 

3,007 

1.990 

1,284 

786 

411 

241 

126 

68 

85 

13 

14 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 


18.148 


Second 


14,593 

ii,4;« 

8,557 
6,399 
4,593 
3,263 


Third 


Fourth 


Fifth 


Sixth 


Seventh 


Eighth 


2.186 


Ninth 


1,423 


Tenth 


898 


Eleventh 


449 


Twelfth 


274 


Thirteenth 


141 


Fourteenth 


74 


Fifteenth 


38 


Sixteenth 


19 


Seventeenth 


14 


Eighteenth 


1 
1 


3 


Niii eteenth 


4 


Twentieth 


2 


Twentv-first 




2 


Twentv-second » 




2 








Total 


6,131 


66,386 


72,617 





The proportion of first children born in Rhode Island in 1872 
was 25.4 in each 100, and for the period of sixteen years it was 
25.0. The proportion of second children born in 1872 was 20.4 
in each 100, and for the period of sixteen years it was 20.0. 

The following table shows vfXi^i percentage of the children born, 
in each of the last ten years, was the first, second, third, &c., 
child of the mother. The calculations arc only carried to the fifth 
child : 
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First 

aeeooH 

Tlilnl 

Fifth 

First to Flftb 

Slithondover 



ISBB, ^m. 18B8. 



The proportion of first children born in 187i was less than in 
either of the two preceding years, and the proportion of second 
children leas than in either ot the three preceding years. The 
proportion of cliildren up to the fifth was smaller than in 1871, 
but larger than in any other year since 1807, The proportion of 
first children born was a trifle over one-fourth of the whole num- 
ber. In every year since 1865 the number of first children has ex- 
ceeded one quai-ter of the whole number born. 
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MARRIAGES, 1872. 



There weie 2,537 marriages reported in the State of Rhode Is- 
land in 1872, which is 201 more than in 1871, and more than has 
been reported in any previous year. Table IV, page7, shows the 
number of marriages in each of the divisions of the State, in 
each month, and in each qairter of the year 1872. 

SEASON. 

The following table shows the number and percentage of the 
marriages in Rhode Island in each quarter of the year 1872, com- 
pared with the aggregate number and percentage for the nineteen 
years previous, from 1853 to 1871, inclusive : 



1872. 



1863-1871. 



YEARS. 



e Number. . . . 
( Percentage 

f Number. . . . 
( Percentage 



First 


Second 


Third 


Fourth 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


Quarter. 


573 


587 


615 


762 


22.58 


23.14 


24.24 


30.04 


7,629 


8,291 


7,839 


10,026 


22 58 


24.54 


23.20 


29.68 



Whole 
Year. 

2,537 
100.00 

33,785 
100.00 



' We thus see that in the first quarter of 1872 the percentage was 
precisely that of the aggregate for nineteen years ; that of the 
second quarter was below, and those of the third and fourth above 
the percentages of the aggregate of the above period. 

KATIVITY. 



The following table shows the number of marriages according 
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to the nativity of the parties for each of the last ten years, and 
also the aggregate for fifteen years from 1858 to 1872, inclusive. 



BiBm-PLACB. 


18C3. 


IfSA. 


ites. 


^ 


""■ 


1868. 


1S89. 


1870. 


1871. 


1873. 


'ga" 


Cnltod States 

J-oiBlgn Countiiea 

Am. groom, for. bride.. 
Jor. groom, Am. bi-lde. 


1,013 

"S 


I,lBfl 
472 


1,291 
440 

nn 


"z 


1,410 
114 


1,4M 

3 


1.353 
IBl 


],459 
ISO 


157 


1,*« 

155 
304 


!8,S83 

1.60a 
1,77* 




















Total 


i,eiJ 1,844 


i,m 


2.3lh 


.,344 


.,» 


'■^ 


2,3B2 


3,331 




20.C70 



It will be seen from the above table that, in each division of 
nativity, the nnmber of marriages in 1872 was greater than in 
either of the previous years, with the exception of that in which 
the groom was American and the bride foreign, aud iu this 
it was a little below that of 1872, The number where both par- 
ties were born in the United Stiites was considerably larger. 

The proportion of American, foreign and mixed marriages, at 
different dates, is shown in the following table. The term mi.'ied 
is applied to those marriages in which one party was of American 
and the other of foreign parentage : 



b™.p^™. 


,„ 


im. 1SB2. 


mL 


\m. 


ISbS, lalo. iBTl. 


3872. 'JSl'^ 




Ml. 43 


60. BS «t.7A 
SO. 44 24.ftl 
8.73 10.31) 


0S.3S 


62.21 


„.. ...J"d 


BS.aJ 61.76 
17.20 26.83 


Foreign Countries 


::: 


2«.J^.7. 










T 










100.00 


100 0. 


,™.oo 


lOO.Ool 100.00 






1 







It is thus evident that although the number of marriages of 
American birth in 1872 was larger than in either of the years men- 
tioned, the percentage was smaller, and has been constantly dimin- 
ishing for the lust three years. The almost constant increase iu 
the percentage of mixed marriages is specially to be noticed. The 
percentage of marriages where both piirties were of foreign biith 
was larger in 1872, than in either of the above years since 1860. 
It will also be observed in the comparison between 1872 and the 
aggregate for fifteen years, that in 1872 the percentage of marriages 
of American birth was smaller, while those of foreign and mixed 
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parentnge were larger, thnn the correspoml ir 
aggregate. 
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AGES OF PERSONS HARRIED. 



The number of persona married at dlffereut periods of life in 
Rhode Island in 1872 is given in Table V, on page 8. 

The whole number of males and females married at different 
periods of lite in 1872, was aa follows : 
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1,027 


4» 




























Tot^... 


.,0,3 
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From the table on page 8 we find that three males under 25 mar- 
ried women over 40, one under 35 married a woman over 45, one 
under 40 married a woman over 50, and one under 45 married a 
woman over 55. One woman under 20 and three under 25 mar- 
ried men over 50. One woman under 30 married a man over 60. 

The following table shows the number that have been married 
in Rhode Island at each period of life, in each of the last seven 
years, viz. : fi-om 1866-1872, inclusive: 



TEARS. 


! 


. 

S 


s 

5 
S 




3 

B 


i 


s 
s 


S 

5 

s 


s 

s 

30 

„ 

4a 


4 
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3 

31 


s 

IS 

11 


-g 






2 


1 

1 
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1,IM 
I.OM 
I,M1 
USI 
1,118 
1,1B3 


m 

IBS 


227 
MS 


.48 
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115 


7B 
73 
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48 

ni 
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7^ 


180B 


fi4a 
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Wo thus see that in 1872 more persons were married than in 
1871, in eveiy division of age with the exception of the periods 
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from 60-65, and from 70-80. Up to the period of 40 more were 
married in each division in 1872 than in eithci of the previous 
years included in the table. The increase in 1872 in the number 
of marriages in persons under 25 was quite large. 

The percentage of males and females at diflferent periods of life, 
in each of the last thirteen years, were as follows : 



YEARS 






ri860. 
1861. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
18H9. 
1870. 
1871. 



00 



1860. 
1861. 
186^. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
L1872 



Under 20. 


20 to 25. 


25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 50 & over 


5.0 


42.8 


26.9 


16.3 


5.7 


3.3 


4 6 


445 


25.4 


15.5 


5.8 


4.2 


4.2 


37.8 


27.9 


18.3 


5.9 


5.9 


3.5 


38.0 


29.6 


17. 2 


5.8 


5.9 


4.3 


38.8 


27.3 


J7.9 


7.4 


4.3 


3.5 


37.0 


28.4 


18.9 


7.5 


4.7 


5.3 


40.9 


27.0 


16.4 


6.3 


4.1 


4.3 


40.1 


27.9 


16.8 


6.8 


4.1 


4.1 


39.9 


28.2 


17.1 


6.1 


4.6 


4.3 


3.9.6 


27.7 


18.5 


6.1 


3.8 


4.8 


40.4 


28.1 


16.0 


6.4 


4.3 


5.3 


40.1 


28.9 


16.5 


4.9 


4.3 


4.3 


41.3 


28.2 


16.6 


5.2 


4.4 


25.8 


44.1 


17.0 


9.1 


2.6 


1.4 


29.6 


42.0 


15.2 


7.8 


4.1 


1.3 


24.9 


41.3 


16.7 


11.8 


4.1 


1.2 


24.9 


42.6 


16.9 


9.8 


4.1 


1.7 


24.2 


48.4 


17.8 


10.3 


2.9 


1.4 


22.6 


42.3 


19.1 


11.0 


3.5 


1.6 


24.7 
25.4 


42.9 
40.5 


17.4 
19.3 


11. 
10.0 


2.7 
3.4 


1.3 
1.4 


24.4 


40.9 


18.1 


11.6 


3.3 


1.7 


24.1 


40.5 


18.7 


12.1 


8.4 


1.2 


26.8 


39.4 


17.9 


10.8 


3.9 


1.2 


24.6 


41 9 


19.1 


10. 1 


3.1 


1.2 


26.7 


40.5 


18.4 


9.9 


3.2 


1.3 



Total 



100.00 
100.00 
100.00 

mo.oo 

100.00 
100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 



100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 



We thus see that in 1872 the percentage of males under 20 was 
smaller than in either of the two preceding years, and the percent- 
age of females under 20 considerably larger than in 1871. The 
percentage of males from 20-25 was larger than in any year since 
1861, w^hile that of females in the same period of life was smaller 
than in 1871. The percentage of females from 30-40 was smaller 
than in any year since 1863. The uniformity for the last three or 
four years in the percentages of males and females respectively 
^over 50 is worthy of notice. 

COLORED MARRIAGKS. 



In 1872 there were 76 marriages among colored persons in 
Rhode Island. This number is twelve more than in 1871. 

Of the 76 marriages of colored persons in 1872 there were 54 
^in the city of Providence, 6 in Newport, 5 in Warwick, 3 each in 
lEast Greenwich and South Kingstown, and 1 each in Warren, 
^Cumberland, East Pi'ovidence, Gloceitcr and Johnston. 
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DEATHS, 1872. 



There '.vere 4,247 deaths reported in the State of Rhode Island 
in 1872. This is 903 more than in the preceding year, and 1,009 
more than in 1870. By a reference to the table on page 49 it will 
be seen that this is by far the laigest number of deaths recorded in 
any one year. In the city of Providence there were 1,603, which 
is 349 more than in 1871, and in the towns of Providence county 
there were 1,559 or 437 more than in 1871. Thus 786 of the in- 
creased number of deaths come from the city and county of Provi- 
dence. As has been previously stated, Kent county is the only 
division of the State in which the number of deaths were less tham 
in 1^71, and here the decrease in the number was twenty- five. In. 
1872 the proportion of deaths to the population was one in 51.2, 
while in 1871 it was one in 65.1, and in 1870 one in 67.1. 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

There were 2,118 males and 2,129 females in the whole number 
of 4,247 decedents in Rhode Island in 1872. 

The following table shows the number and proportion of males 
and females among the decedents and among the children born in; 
Rhode Island during the last twenty years : 

10 years, 185&-I8n2. . . .10.930 males 11,269 females or 9({.9 males to 100 females. 

1863 1,621 males 1,588 females or 102.2 males to 100 females. . 

1864 1.633 males 1,727 females or 94.5 males to 100 females. . 

1865 I,686male8 l,719females or 98.1 males to 100 females. 

1866 1,41)7 males 1,473 females or 101.6 males to 100 females. 

1867 1,442 males 1,447 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

^.1868 1,413 males 1,499 females or 94.3 males to 100 females. 

^ 1869 1,696 males 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

- 1870 1.688 males 1,650 females or 06.2 males to 100 females. 

1871 1,621 males 1,723 females or 94.1 males to 100 females. 

1872 2,118 males 2,129 females or 99.4 males to 100 females. . 

.20 years 27,245 males 27,908 females or 97.6 males to 100 females. . 
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We see, therefore, tbiit in 1872 among the deaths the proportioa 
of mules WU3 much larger than iu the preceding year, and larger 
than the average for twenty years ; and among the births the pro- 
portion of males was smaller than in any year since 18(i4, and much 
smaller than the average for twenty years. In 1872 the number of 
Qiale deaths was 497 more, and the number of female deaths 406 
more, than in 1871, while, as has been shown, the mule births in 
1872 exceeded by 207, and the female births by 258, those of the 
respective sexes in 1871. 

SEX AND SEASON, 

Table VI, on page 9, shows the sex of the decedents in each 
month of the year 1872, in each division of the State. The fol- 
lowing table shows the number and percentage of deaths in Rhode 
Island in each qnarter of the last three years, and itlso in the aggre- 
gate for seventeen years, from 1853 to 1869, inclusive : 
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These fignres show that in 1872 the percentage of deaths in the 
first quarter was much less than in eitherof the two preceding years, 
and much less than the average for seventeen years, while the per- 
centage of the third quarter was vety much larger than that of the 
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other years menlioued, and larger than the average ; and the per- 
centages of the second and fourth quarters were, respectively, a little 
larger and a little less, than in the above years, and than the average. 
We present below the months arranged in the order of moi'tal- 
ity, with the number of deaths in each, for each of the last four 



3'ears : 

1872. 

July 506 

August. 500 

September 464 

December 342 

March 332 

October 329 

Aprn 324 

November 313 

May 310 

February 297 

June 274 

January 256 



1871. 

August 347 

July 340 

September 316 

December 312 

March 291 

Febi-uary 283 

October 269 

January 247 

November 244 

April 238 

May 231 

June 226 



1870, 

August .396 

July 333 

January 301 

September 298 

December 282 

October 271 

March 25U 

November 240 

February 224 

May 223 

April 220 

June. 194 



1869. 

August 360 

September 348 

October 312 

July 305 

November 302 

December 267 

April 263 

February 263 

March 261 

January 242 

May 233 

June 226 



The first glance at the above table shows us the largo mortality 
of the hot summer of 1872. The month of July, which heads 
the list, presents the largest monthly mortality ever reported in 
this State, and indeed each of the first three months in the above 
table in 1872, present larger monthly mortalities than any previ- 
ously recorded. Comparing 1872 with 1871 we find that, except- 
ing the transposition of July and August, the first five months in 
the two years are the same, although the numbers in 1872 are so 
much larger. June, which is generally last, comes next to 
the last on the list for the first time since 18()/), and January 
for the first time in the history of Registration in Rhode Island, 
occupies the lowest place ; in 1868 it was next to the last. 

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The parentage of the decedents in the State of Rhode Island in 
1872, determined by the birth-place of i\i(i father of the decedent, 
was as follows : American parentage, 2.21^3 ; foreign parentage, 
1,954 ; total, 4,247. Nine towns reported no decedents of foreign 
parenta«?e in 1872 ; these were West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Little Compton, Middletown, New Shoreham, Foster, Charles- 
town, Exeter, and Hopkinton. Four towns, viz. : Barrington, 
Portsmouth, Tiverton, and South Kingstown, each reported less 
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than four decedents of foreign birth. Six towns in Providence 
county, viz.: Biirrillville, Cumberland, Lincoln, North Provi- 
dence, North SmJthfield, and Woonsocket, reported more dece- 
dents of foreign than of American parentage, and in Cranston 
they were equally divided. These last named towns, with the 
addition of Pawtucket, Smithfield and Westerly, reported in 1872 
more children born of foreign than of American parentage. 

The following tabic shows the number and perceiitiigo of the 
decedents of American and of foreign parentage in Rhode Island, 
in each of the last five years, and also in the aggregate for fifteen 
years, from 1858 to 1872, inclnsivc : 
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We see from this table, that in 1872 the percentage of decedents 
of Americiin i)arentage was less than in either of the preceding 
years mentioned, and much less than the average of fifteen years ; 
while that of foreign parentage was greater than either of the 
years above named, and gt-eater than the average. 



AGE OP DECEDENTS. 



The particulars in relation to the aggregate and average age of 
the decedents, in each town and division of the State, in 1872, are 
given in Table I ; and the number of decedents of each sex in 
each division of ages is shown for each town in the State, in Table 
VII, beginning on page 10. 

From the first table it appears that the average age of all the 
males, who died in Rhode Island in 1872, was 28.41 years, and 
the averjige age of all the female decedents wasSLlSyeara. The 
greatest average age in any town in the State in 1872, was 64.06 
years in Little Comptou, and the least average age was 17.67 
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years in New Slioreham. In six towns the average age of the 
whole nnmlier of decedents was less than in the city of Provi- 
dence. 

The following tible shows the average age of the decedents, in 
each division of the State, in each of the last three years, and 
also ill the aggregate for three periods of five years each, viz. :. 
from 1858-1862, from 1863-1867, and from 18C8-1872, inelu- 
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We see therefore, that in 1872 the average age of all the dece- 
dents in the State was less than in either of the two preceding years, 
and less than in two of the periods of five years, being but a very 
little more than in the third period of five years. In Bristol 
county, and in the towns of Providence county, the average age 
of all the decedents in 1872 was less than in either of the preced- 
ing four years, and less than in cither of the two preceding periods 
of five years each. The greatest average age of the decedents, in 
1872, was in Washington co: nty, and the least in the towns of 
Providence county, this being as usual less than the average age 
in the city of Providence. 

PERCBSTAGE OF DECIIDENTS XT DIFFERENT AOES. 



The following table shows the percentage of decedents, in each 
division of ages, in each of the last ten years, and also in the 
aggregate mortality for ten years and seven mouths preceding, 
t. e., fi'oni Juno 1st, 1852 to December 31st, 18C2, inclusive : 
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We see from the above tnble, that the percentage of decedents 
under one year in 1872 was much larger than in either of the 
preceding yeais, and much larg>'r than the nvcrnge for a second 
series of \.c\\ years. This large number of decedents under one 
year was due, as we shall see hereafter, chiefly to the mortality of 
Cholera Iiifantiini. We also see that the percentage of mortality 
under five years was larger than it haa been since 1864, though 
not up to the average of the preceding ten years. In 1872 the 
percentage of decedents in each dipieion of ages above two years, 
was smaller than in 1871, with the exception of the periods from 
10-20 and from 30-40. 

WLORED DECEDENTS. 



The iiiimhcr of deaths among colored persona in Rhode Island 
in 1872 was 136, or 20 more than in 1871, and 8 more than in 
1870. These deaths occurred in the different towns in the State 
as follows: Providence city, 94; Newport, 16; South Kings- 
town, 5 ; Warren, Warwick and North Kingatown each 3 ; Bris- 
tol, East Greenwich and Charlestiiwa each 2 ; New Shoreham, 
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Burrillville, Cranston, Johnston, North Providence and Richmond, 
each 1. 

According to sex these deaths were divided into 75 males and 
61 females. 

With respect to season the deaths were as follows : 



Jannary 7 

February 13 

March 11 

AprU 10 



May. 



15 



June 10 

July 11 



August 18 

September 17 

October 6 

November 8 

December 10 

Total 136 



The average age of the colored decedents in 1872 was as fol- 
lows : 

Providence City. Rest of State. Whole State. 

Males 19.96.... 26.59 22.08 

Females 32.71 39.00 34 56 

SUMMARY OF COLORED POPULATION. 

The number of births, marriages, and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State 
in 1872, as compared with the colored population by the Census 
of 1870, is as follows : 



COUNTIES. 



Bristol 

Kent 

Newport 

Providence County, Towns 

Providence City 

Washington 

Whole State 



& • 

Oo 

flj » 

u c 



188 
338 
935 
360 
2,581 
729 



5,134 



Births, 1872. 
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The proportion of colored births, marriages and deaths in Rhode 
10 
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Island in 1872, was, in each particular, greater than in 1871. 
This holds good also of the city of Providence. 

The following table shows the number of births, raatria^es and 
deaths among the colored population of Khode Island, in each of 
the last twelve years : 

1861 97biilh8 30 marriages 109 deaths. 

1882 96 births 28 marriages 90deatbs. 

18a3 73 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births 61 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124births 65 marriages 123death». 

1867 1 14 birtlis 61 marriages 105 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 .....136 births 70 marriages ...133 deaths. 

1870 158 births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116deaths. 

1872 162 births 76 marriages 136 deaths. 

Total 1,439 births 6J)7 marriages 1,405 deaths. 

It is evident from this table, that in 1872 the number of bii-ths, 
and the number of deaths were greater than in either of the 
years mentioned, and the number of marriages greater than in 
any year with the exception of 1868. In 1872 the births ex- 
ceeded the deaths by 26, which is four less than the excess of 1871. 
For the whole period of twelve years the births exceeded the deaths 
by 34. In each report for a number of years up to 1871, it has been 
observed that, for the period from 1861, the number of deaths ex- 
ceeded the number of births, although in a constantly diminishing 
ratio. The excess of births over deaths for the same period was 
first noticed in 1871, and as we then ventured to predict, the ex- 
cess is again in 1872 on the side of the births. We presume that 
in the future the births will annually exceed the deaths among 
our colored population. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1872. 



p It has already been stated that the number of deaths in Rhode 
Island in 1872, was 4,247. In Tables VIII, IX and X, we have 
given the sex, age and parentage of the decedents from each cause 
of death,, together with the number from each cause, in each 
month of the year, and the percentage of mortality fiom each 
cause, and from each class of causes, in each . division of the 
State. 

We have to report a large increase in the number of deaths in- 
cluded under the head "unknown." In 1872, according to the 
tables, there were 376 deaths from unknown causes, including five 
cases of sudden death. A Urge majority of this number is derived 
from those cases that are left blank in the returns. When we 
consider the way in which the returns are made up in some of the 
country towns, it is not perhaps surprising, that we should have 
so many blanks. It is certainly to the advantage of all profes- 
sional men that these returns should be as complete as possible ; 
and until this point of the cause of death receives more earnest 
consideration from them, and more exact attention from the town 
clerks, our reports will fall short of what they should be, in the 
interests both of science and of our own State. 

The following table shows the whole number of deaths reported 
in 1872, in each division of the State, and the number and pro- 
portion of the deaths in each division for which no cause was 
assigned : 
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The following table shows the number of deaths reported as 
unknown, for each division of the State and for the whole State, 
in each of the last ten years : 



YEARS. 


Bristol 
County. 


• 

e 

§ 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County, 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


Washlngrton 
County. 


1 

Whole State. ' 


1863, one In 


16.5 

67.0 

64.3 

163.0 


11.2 

12.6 

27.4 

11.4 

13.6 

6.0 

6.8 

19.3 

81.2 

5.8 


25.6 
11.6 
13.4 
22.4 
34.6 
20.3 
62.8 
23.6 
7.9 
10.0 


6.9 
8.6 
8.2 
9.5 
7.4 
5.2 
6.8 
11.8 
8.4 
6.8 


46.7 
45.7 
56.0 
45.0 
64.0 
46.2 
83.6 
90.2 
83.6 
72.8 


24.7 
47.6 
32.9 
23.3 
14.3 
10.1 
16.1 
26.9 
9.8 
9.8 


14.7 


1864, " 


16.1 


1865, " 


16.4 


1866, *• 


17.3 


1867, " 


14.8 


1868, " 


33.2 
41.2 


10.1 


1869, " 


11.3 


1870, " 


23.6 


1871, " 


151.0 
13.3 


13.0 


1872, " 


11.3 







We thus sec that in 1872 more deaths come under the head of 
" unknown," than in either of the preceding years mentioned, 
with the exceptions of 1868 and 1869. In Bristol county the pro- 
portion was larger than in either of the preceding years. The 
largest increase occurred in Bristol and Kent counties. Both Kent 
and Newport counties have once, and the towns of Providence 
county twice, reported a larger proportion of deaths under this 
head. The proportion in the city of Providence is larger than it 
has been since 1868. In Washington county the proportion is the 
same as in 1871. A certain proportion of deaths must neces- 
sarily be reported unknown, but it should not come up to the un- 
fortunately large number of 1872. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following table gives the thiiteen principal causes of death 
in Khode Island, with the number reported from each cause in 
each of the last three years, and in the aggregate for sevenenteen 
years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December Slst, 
1869: 
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1872. 



Whole Number.. 4,247 




Consumption 597 Consumption 627 

Cholera Infantum .391 Old Age 232 

Old Age 233 Pneumonia 218 

Pneumonia 229 Cholera Infantum. 172 

Fever, Typhoid, Apoplexy and 
Ac 225 Paralysis 166 



Wliole Number. . 3,344 



Heart. Disease of. .189 
Apoplexy and 

Paralysis 125 

Convulsions and 

Fits .120 

Accidents (various) 

116 

Diarrhoea 100 

Cancer (all kinds).. 95 

Dysentery 83 

Croup 66 



Whole Number. . 3,238 



Consumption 675 

Cholera Infantum. 213 

Old Age 204 

Fever, Typhoid 
Ac 187 



-V Pnnumonia 182 

Tleart, Diseases of. 144,Apoplexy and 
Fever, Typhoid, Pamlvsis 130 

Ac 142 Heart, Diseases of. 117 



Accidents (all 

kinds) 106 

Convulsions and 

Fits 83 

Croup 72 



Accidents (all 

kinds) 102 

Convulsions and 

Fits 85 

Cancer (all kinds). .80 



Hydrocephalus 71 Scarlatina 75 

Scarlatina 661 Dysentery 55 



June 1st, 1852 to Dec, 
31st, 1869—17 yrs. 7 mos. 



Whole Number. ...45,053 



Cancer (all kinds). 66 



Croup 



.53 



Consumption 7,853 

Pneumonia 2.358 

Id Age 2.347 

Scarlatina 2.079 

Cholera Infantum..! ,849 

Dysentery 1,720 

Fevers, Typhoid 

Ac 1,610 

Heart, Diseases of. 1,442 
Accidents (all 

kinds) 1,391 

Apoplexy and 

Paralysis 1,366 

Croup 976 

Convulsions and 

Fits 877 

Hydrocephalus 767 



It will be observed from this list that in 1872 there was a large 
increase in the mortality from all the diseases included in the 
same list of 1871, with the exception of Apoplexy and Paralysis, 
in which there was a diminution, and Old Age, from which there 
was one more death. Hydrocephalus, and Scarlatina, which were 
included in 1871, do not appear in 1872, and in their place are 
included Dysentery and Diarrhoea. It will be observed that the 
largest increase in 1872 is in the mortality of Cholera Infantum,, 
but notwithstimding this. Consumption still takes the lead with a 
considerable increase over 1871. There was also a much larger 
number of deaths from Fevers. 

The following table shows the sex, parentage, and ages of the- 
decedents, with the season and locality of their deaths, in connec- 
tion with sixteen of the most important causes of death in Rhode- 
Island in 1872 : 
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From the preceding table we eeo that there were 116 deaths 
from the various kinds of nccidents, or lOmore thaii in 1871. Of 
these 54 were of foreijrn parentage, precisely th-s same number as 
in each of the two years preceding. The number nnder tive years 
of nge W118 17, and this is precisely the same as in 1871 and in 
1869. The largest number did not occur, in 1872, at this period 
of life, aa usual, but, as will be seen, iu the decade from 20-30. 
There were fifteen deaths from milroad accidents, the largest 
number hitherto reported in tiny one year. 

The deaths from Cholera Infantum were 391, a much larger 
number, us has been stated, than has ever been i-eported. It will 
be seen that these deaths were equally divided as to sex, and the 
larger proportion were of foreign parentage. Nearly one-half of 
the number occurred in the month of July, which, as has been 
shown, was unusually hot. Of this whole number of doiths 27^ 
were under one year, and 91 between one and two years of age. 
As to locality 76 per cent, of the whole number of deaths occurred 
in the city and county of Providence. We presented on page 44 a 
table showing the number of deaths from this cause in the sum- 
mer months, in each of the last nine years, in connection with tem- 
perature. The following table shows the nnmlier of deaths from 
Cholera Infantum for each of the last eightyears, with the sex and 
parentage of the decedents and the number in ejich division of the 
State : 
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The table shows how much more fatal Cholera Infixntum was in 
1872 than in either of the previous years. Of the whole number 
for eight years 51.3 were males, a very nearly equal division as to 
sex. Of the 1,453 decedents, 54.4 per cent, were of foreign 
parentage, and 45.6 per cent, of American. As to locality we 
find 40.8 per cent, were in the city of Providence, and 35.0 per 
cent, in the towns of Providence couuty, thus leaving but 24.2 
per cent, for the rest of the State. 

Of the 1,4^3 deaths in the last eight years from Cholera Infan- 
tum 731 were under one year, and 293 between one and two 
years of age. We thus see that more than 50 per cent, of this 
large number of deaths occurred to children in their first year of 
life. 

SMALL POX. 

Although this disease does not appear in the table on 
page 78, it may be well to mention that there were 25 deaths 
from Small Pox in the State of Rhode Island in 1872. This 
is the largest number ever reported from this cause. This result 
alone shows clearly, we think, the degree of protection conferred 
by vaccination upon our population. With the large number of 
cases, constantly occurring during the year, in the large cities on 
both sides of us, and the constant intercourse between them and 
our own citizens, it is, perhaps, a matter of surprise that there 
were so few deaths from this cause in our State. The progression 
ol the mortality from Small Pox in this State during the last few 
years is rather remarkable. Thus in 1867, there was 1 death ; in 
1868, 2; in 1869, 3; in 1870, 6; in 1871, 12.; and in 1872, 25. 
The nearest approach to the number of 1872, was 22 in 1865. Of 
the 25 deaths in 1872, 14 were males and 11 females ; 15 were of 
American and 10 of foreign parentage. There were 7 deaths each 
in January and December, and 4 in March. Of these deaths 13 
occurred in the city of Providence, 11 in the towns of Providence 
county, and 1 in Kent county. 

CONSUMPTION. 

The following table shows the total deaths from all known causes^ 

with the number and percentage from Consumption in the several 

divisions of the State, in each of the last ten years, and the total 

for thirteen years, viz. : from 1860 to 1872, inclusive : 
11 
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CON8DMPTIOS. — NUUBRR AHD PEBCEVTAOB. 



COUNTIES. 



i8)s. iBTi. i3t«. isee. ins. 



Bbistol Cocntt. 
Total DoathB 

Pecoentftgo 

Kent Codntt. 

Total Deaths 

ConBuraplion 

Percentage 

NEWPOttC CODBTT. 

To(Bl Deaths 



ll.K lO.ST 17-81 



PBOnUKSCB CiTr. 



.Percentage 

Wabhinqtoh Cocktt. 

Total Deaths 

Consumption 

PeroentHge 

Whole 9i*i«, 

Total Deaths 

Conaiunptlon 



19» 1,93a 

171 les 



We see from this table, that although in 1872, the number of 
deaths from Consumption was larger, than in either of the years 
mentioned, the percentage of deaths was smaller. The same re- 
mark holds true of the city and county of Providence, In Kent 

■county the number of deaths, and the percentage, were smaller, than 
ID either of the preceding years, and in Newport county the per- 
centage was smaller, than in either year mentioned, and the number 

■.of deaths smaller than in any year except 1871. 
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PNEUMOKIA AMD COHOE8TIOS OF THE LUSG8. 

There were 229 deaths reported from these causes in Rhode Is- 
land in 1872, a larger number than has ever been recorded in this 
State. 

The following table shows for each of the last eight years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number of deaths from Pneumonia 
and Congestion of the Lungs, with the percentage of the whole 
number, the sex and parentage ot the decedents,, and the ntmiber 
in each division of the State : 
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And the following table shows the ages of the decedents^ from' 
these diseases, ia each of the same years : 
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Wo see from the first of the above tables that, as with Consump- 
tion, though the number of deaths in 1872 from these causes, wad 
largerthauin eitheroftheapecitiedyears, the percentage wassmaller 
than in either year with the exception of 1865. Of the whole 
number, more than two-fifths occurred in the three months of 
February, March and Aprii, and the render is referred to the sec- 
tion on meteorology for ft further consideration of this point. We 
also see thtit the number of female decedents was a little less than 
iu 1871, the number of males being increased ; and that the num- 
ber of decedents of American parentage was a little lesa than in 
1871, while the number of those of foreign parentage was decidedly 
greater. Thus the increase iu the number of deaths in 1872, over 
1871, is duo to males of foreign parentage. With regard to local- 
ity we find that iu 1872 there was an increase in the towns of 
Providence county, and especially in the city of Providence, in 
both of which divisions the number was larger than in either of 
the preceding years, being in the city nearly double th;it of 1867. 
There was a diminution in the number of deaths from these 
causes, in all the other divisions of the State, and especially marked 
in the county of Kent. From the second table given above, we 
see that the largest increase in 1872 was in the number of dece- 
dents under five yeaia of age, while the greatest diminution was 
in the decade from 60-70. 
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DISEASES OP THE HEART. 

The number of deatlis from Diseases of the Heart id 1872 was 
189, also a larger iiumlier thau has previously been reported. 

The following table shows, for each of the Inst eight years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number of deaths from Diseases of 
the Heart, with the percentage of the same, the sex and parentage 
of the decedents, and the number in each division of the State : 
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And the following table shows the periods of life of the dece- 
dents from these diseases for Uie same years : 
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We see from these tables that in 1872 there was quite an in- 
crease over 1871, in the number of deathft from these diseases, and 
also a larger percentage of the whole number of deaths. This in- 
crease is very CTenly divided both as to sex and parentage. Thus 
ill 1871 the percentage of male decedents was 54.1, and 55.0 in 
1872 ; and in 1871 the percentage of foreign parentage was 36.9, 
and 37.1 in 1872. The proportions of 1871, therefore, have been 
very nearly preserved. As to locality we find that 53.4 per cent, 
of the deaths in 1871 were iu the city of Providence, while in 
1872 the percentage of the city was 49.2. In each division of 
the State there was an increase, but the most marked was in 
Washington county. As to ages we see that in 1872 the chief in- 
crease was in the pei-iod under 20, and from 30-40. There is a 
striking uniformity between the two years in the deaths from 
20-30, from 40-50 and from 60-70, and it will be observed that 
in each period the number of deathx in 1872 is aa large or larger 
than in either of the prccedir^ years. 



APOPLKXr AMD PARALYSIS. 



There were 125 deaths from these diseases m Rhode Island in 
1872. This is 31 less than in the preceding year. The following 
table shows, for each of the last eight years, the whole number of 
deaths, the number from these causes, with the percentage of the 
whole number, the sex and parentage of the decedents, and the 
number in each division of the State ; 
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And the following table sbowe the ages of the decedents in each 
of the eaiue years : 
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We see from these tables that the deaths from Apoplexy and 
Paralysis in 1872 were less than in either of the two preceding 
years, while the percentage of deaths from these cause} wa« less 
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than in any year since 1865. These deaths were equally divided 
among the sexes, which has not been the case since 1868. The 
number of females dying from these causes in 1872 was 20 less 
than in 1871. Of these deaths in 1872 there were 77 per cent, 
of American parentage, while in 1871 there were but 72 per cent. 
^ and in 1870,81 per cent, of the same parentage. As to the divisions 
of the State we find that there was in 1872, as compared with the 
preceding year, a diminution in all the divisions excepting Bristol 
county, in which the number was larger than in either of the years 
mentioned. The diminution was most marked in Kent county 
and in the towns of Providence county. As to age we find the num- 
ber of deaths was diminished in all the periods of life with the 
exception of the decade from 40-50, alid this diminution was tnc 
greatest in the decade from 60-70, a fact which we should hardly 
have anticipated. 



FEVER — TYPHOID AND TYPHUS. 



Wc extend our comments upon the causes of deaths in this re- 
port to the consideration of the deaths from these two causes. 
It may be fair to presume that the most of the cases of Typhus 
Fever more properly belong inider the head of Typhoid Fever, 
for it is hardly probable that many cases of real Typhus fever 
occur within our borders. It will, however, make no difference 
in our statistics, as in some of the tables it has been customary to 
include both these diseases under one head. In 1872 there were 179 
deaths from these fevers. 

The following table shows the number of these deaths in each 
division of the State, with the percentage of the whole number 
of deaths, and the proportion to the population, based upon the 
census returns of 1870. Of course, this is not at present strictly 
accurate, l)ut it will answer suflBiciently well for the purposes of 
comparison : 
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We see from this table that these diseases were the most fatal 
in propoi-tion to the population, in the city of Providence, and 
then in the towns of Providence county, and the least so in New- 
port county. The largest percentage of mortality, however, was 
in Washington county, and the smallest in Bristol county. Whether 
these diseases are more frequent and more fatal in the city or in 
the country, is a point of much interest, and one which we may 
investigate more fully in a future report. The present statement 
does not seem to establish the comparative immunity of the city. 

The following table shows for each of the last eight years the 
whole number of deaths, the number from these causes, with the 
percentage of the whole number, the sex and parentage of the de- 
cedents, and the number in each division of the State : 
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And the followiiifr table shows the nges of the decedents from 
these diseases in each of the same yeuis : 
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In looking at the above tables we see in the first place that, for 
the period of eight years, 4,3 per cent, of all the deaths have been 
from Typhoid and Typhus Fever, and chiefly from the first, as 
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Uauses of Death. 



n 



but 22 deaths in the whole period are credited to Typhus Fever. 
We see, too, thai the majority of these denthti occniTed among 
females niid also Eimoiig tliose of American iiarentage. The towns 
of Providence county furnish tlie largest number of deaths, und 
the city of Providence comes next. As to age we find that the 
largest number occurred in the decade from 20-30. Considering 
the individual years we perceive* that precisely the same relations 
Imve iicen preserved in each year, as in the aggregate, with the 
single exception of a majority of male decedents in the three years 
1867, 1868 and 186^. Of the eight years mentioned, the largest 
nnmbcr of deaths occurred from these causes in 1865, and the 
next largest in 1872, The iiicrease in 1872 over 1871 was quite 
marked and, what is remarkahle, was equally divided between the 
sexes, and as to parentage. There was an increase in all the divi- 
sions of the State except in Newport county, and this increase was 
much the largest in the towns of Providence county. As to age 
the increase of 1872 was niopt marked in the decade from 20-30, 
while there was a diminution in the decade from 40-50 and in the 
periods over 70. 

We close this report liy presenting a table giving a i-ocapitulntion 
of the percentages of the whole number of deaths, for each of the 
last eight years, from the diseases which we have been consider- 
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We thus see that for the period mentioned the mortality from 
these diseases has occurred iu the order in which they are 
arranged. 

Consumption takes the lead with nearly three times the mortality 
of either of the other diseases. Typhoid Fever has a large share 
of the number of deaths. It is in this disease, wo think, more 
than in either of the others, that humau agencies can, with some 



92 Twentieth Registration Report. 1872.] 

degree of certainty, be relied upon to diminish the death rate. 
It has been pretty clearly established that the seeds of this disease 
are generated and disseminated in some or all of the following 
ways as e. g,, by imperfect drainage, foul cess-pools, decomposing 
vegetable matter in cellars, impure air, impure water, and, as in 
London lately, by milk which was held to be the means of trans- 
mission. It is here then that, as with some other diseases, we 
may legitimately expect practical benefits from the supei'vision of 
active and intelligent health officers, in all our towns and villages. 
But even their action cannot supply the place of more correct 
views of practical hygiene disseminated among the people. 
Through these agencies combined, we may fairly hope that the 
next ten years will witness a marked diminution in the mortality 
from this disease. 

E. T. C. 
Providence, October 14, 1873. 



APPENDIX. 



The Registration Law of Rliode Island. 



GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER 77, PAGE 180. 



Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof, any 
pei-son whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any 
town, may, upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby author- 
ized and required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as required by 
the forms prescribed by the third section of this chapter, all information con- 
cerning births, marriages and deaths, occurring among the inhabitants of their 
respective towns ; and on or before the first Monday of March, annually, to 
make duly certified returns thereof to the Secretary of State, for each year,, 
ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a list 
of those individuals required by law to make returns to them, who have 
neglected the same, and with such remarks relating to the object of the law as- 
they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of State shall receive the returns made in pursuance- 
of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be ren- 
dered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, make 
and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and report' 
thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also 
cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the names to 
be made, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, ami carefully 
preserved in his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter, 
shall, on application, be furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen, 
physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and 
other persons requiring them, substantiiUly after the following forms, viz. : The 
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record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the 
child, whether living or still-born, the name and surname, color, occupation, 
residence, and birth-place of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as 
the same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the date of 
tho marriage, place, name, residence, and official station of the person by whom 
maiTied, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation, and resi- 
dence of each, condition, Cwhether single or widowed), what marriage, if sec- 
ond, third, or other marriage, the occupation, birth-place, and names of their 
parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The 
record of deatJis shall state the date of death, name and surname of deceased, 
the sex, color, and condition, (single or married), age, occupation, place of 
death, place of birth, names and birth-place of parents, disease or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 



OF MARRIAGES. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others authorized to 
join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite per- 
formed by them, in manfcer and form aforesaid, and return the same on or 
before the set^ond Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the 
clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; and no mar- 
riage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed and delivered to 
the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a 
ceilificate containing the information required for the record of a marriage, as 
prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 



OF BIRTHS. 

Sec. 5. The clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of January, 
collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to all 
children bom in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day of Decem- 
ber next preceding; and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clerk 
shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

OF DEATHS. 

Sec. H. Whenever any person shall die in the State, it shall be the duty of 
the physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after 
the death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care of the 
deceased, or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a 
certificate stating the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the dis- 
ease or cause of death. 

OF undertakers. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, a 
sufiicient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure 
of the authorities. 

Sec. 8. The undertaker, or the person who conducts a funeral, or who shall 
bury or deposit in a tomb, the body of any deceased person, shall obtain the 
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facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to deaths, concerning 
such deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of th(j cause of 
the death, if a physician was in attendance, and on or before the second Mon- 
day of the next succeeding month shall make a return of the facts obtained, 
together with the physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town in which the 
death occurred. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal hiws, more eflectually to attain the 
objects herem contemplated : Provided they do not conflict with the main and 
specific objei't of this act, viz. : to secure the most perfect registi ation. 



OF FEKS. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as afore- 
said, shall receive for each record of a deatli, made and returned as required 
by law, and for each record of a maiTiage, made and returned as required by 
law, twenty ('ents ; to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries : 
Provided, that tlie yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as 
aforesaid, to any one town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall 
faithfully perform the duties prescribed by this t^hapter, shall not be less than 
five dollars. Undertiikers and others making returns of deaths as required in 
section eight of this chapter, sliall receive for each full report of a death made 
to the town clerk, five cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten 
cents in the other towns of the State. 

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, imdeilaker, town clerk, clerk of any 
meeting of the Society of Friends, or other persons, shall willfully neglect or 
refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this 
chaptv'.r, he shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, be 
fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence ; one-half thereof to the use 
of the town in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the use of the 
peraon who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Fnends, neglects to 
make the returns specified in this chapter, each of the said parties sliall cause 
his name and residence to be recorded in the clerk's office of the town where 
he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted 
by any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until the death 
of buch person, or the farts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly 
certified as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be 
duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. Such books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town 
clerk, or person appointed as aforesaid as containing a full copy of the record 
of any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this 
State as primd facie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished 
from those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of State may, from time to time, vary the form of 
returns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary 
to effect the object of this chapter. 
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Sec. 17. The sum of three hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn 
for by the Secretary of State, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to 
defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arransring the regis- 
tion returns, making the necessary tables and drawing up the report required 
by the second section of this chapter. 

Sec. 18. The town clerks or other officers appointed under this chapter, to 
collect, record and return the births in the several towns, shall receive fees 
therefor as follows : For collecting the facts required in relation to births, fifteen 
cents each. For making record and retmii of these facts as required by law, 
twenty cents each for the first fifty entries, in each calendar year, and ten cents 
foi each subsequent entry and return. 

Sec. 19. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supreme court, in 
relation to divorces, to the Secretary of State, or a prepared abstract thereof, 
shall be published in the annual report upon the births, marriages and deaths 
in the State. 
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